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Today, 128 million boys and 122 million girls do not attend school.
57% of pupils lack basic skills and socio-emotional skills.

If we carry on like this, by 2030 the costs will be enormous.

USD 10 trillion
The overall annual
costs of a lack of basic
skills

USD 6 trillion 
The overall annual
costs of children
dropping out of
school

69%
Increase in the number
of teenage pregnancies

57%
Increase in the number
of homicides

38%
Increase in the number of
inactive young people

Reducing the proportion of young people leaving school prematurely
and of children lacking basic skills increases annual GDP growth by 1 to
2 percentage points per year.

Investing in quality education is a cost-effective strategy
for economic development.

UNESCO calls on governments and partners to urgently invest in
education to ensure that every child completes a full cycle of basic
education by 2030

This material has been adapted into easy-to-read and understand text as part of
the Text it Easy project, co-funded by the European Union. This publication
reflects the views only of the author, and the European Commission cannot be
held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained
therein.

Read the report
and get involved!

https://bit.ly/priceofinaction

USD 7.4 trillion
The overall annual
costs of children
with weak socio-
emotional skills

USD 470 billion
Annual global gain
every time the
number of children
not attending school
declines by 1
percentage point

USD 650 billion
Annual global gain
every time the
number of children
without basic skills
declines by 1
percentage point

https://bit.ly/priceofinaction

